RSP 147   Enrollment    11/13/08
The RSP Periodic Email Archive:

With somethings old, somethings new, somethings borrowed and sometimes blue!

Please realize that the focus of RSP was never intended to be a pension mess. When this is over and done with, I will direct this email and website in a lighter direction.  I post almost every email that I receive, with last names removed unless granted permission.  The editor does not always agree with contributors, but protects their right to share opinion We will share info that we think our community will find pertinent and enjoyable. Thank you for staying in touch and happy retirement!

The following are the RSP email archives that I still have, complete with grammar and mis-spelled SNAFU's!  Caution, when reading archives keep in mind our world is a dynamic place and many bits of information become dated and are super-ceded by later updated info.
Dear Retired Delta Pilot,
Re-Prints on Health Benefits deadlines and options:
There are three (3) Open Enrollment Period deadlines below.....  
Pick the one that applies to you....

And if you desire no changes, please select NO CHANGES.  On the other hand, if you desire No Changes, you really don't have to do anything, it defaults to the coverage you selected for 2008.  Dave


 

2009 Annual Open Enrollment Frequently Asked Questions

For Active and Inactive Employees

Updated Oct, 16, 2008


When is Open Enrollment?

Annual Open Enrollment for active and inactive employees is October 22 – November 12, 2008. 

Retiree Annual Open Enrollment is October 29 – November 19, and 

Cobra Annual Open Enrollment is November 3 – November 28.

All benefit elections are effective on January 1, 2009. 




BENEFIT ENROLLMENT FOR 2009

DEADLINE IS NOVEMBER 12, 2008
Log on to DeltaNet

Click on OPEN ENROLLMENT INFORMATION
Click on Make your annual elections on Benefits Direct via Employee Self-Service 

Click on MAKE 2009 BENEFIT ELECTIONS
Follow the Menu items and make your choices.
PRINT YOUR CONFIRMATION STATEMENT -- WITH -- THE CONFIRMATION NUMBER.  
Otherwise you may not have coverage. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

If you are eligible for Medicare and are considering DPMP or DALRC, I just saw an interesting advertisement on TV for https://www.aarpmedicarecomplete.com/.

I suggest you look into this and evaluate it along with all the other plans you may be considering.  I'm not recommending it, just making you aware of it.  

I'm retired military so I'm on Medicare and use Tricare for Life as my secondary coverage.

Dave 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Dave,
 
A few comments:

Military Retirees on TRICARE do not need any Medicare supplemental plans. Enrolling in one may negate the TRICARE benefit. Veterans using the VA for both medical and prescription drugs may not need a supplemental plan for themselves, but may for their spouse.

For those of us on Medicare, we have to remember that Medicare controls.  If Medicare covers the procedure, the Medigap policy could cover the difference.  Deductibles and coverages vary with the different Medigap plans. A few Medigap plans will cover procedures that Medicare does not cover (See Medigap Plan J.).  Normally, if Medicare does not cover the procedure, the Medigap policy can not (not will not) pay.  One must pay Medicare part B to Medicare and also a premium to the Medigap company.

I do not believe that either the DALRC or the DPMP are true Medigap Plans.  Coverage, premiums, and deductibles may differ from the traditional Medigap Plans.

There are twelve (12) true Medigap plans (A through L). Information is listed on page 75 of Medicare and You 2009 and on the web. All of these twelve plans may not be available in the state where you live.  Each Medigap Plan has different coverage.  Interested folks should contact the separate provider of these policies and plans for coverage and fees available in their state.

Medicare Advantage plans are a bit different.  This is Medicare part C.  The Medicare part B premium paid to Medicare is then transferred to the HMO or PPO.  There may be a premium and a co - pay.  If you are healthy this may be a less expensive plan.  If you need to see specialists a lot, the co-pays can get expensive.  You may be required to use certain physicians and facilities.  The HMO may control here - rather than Medicare.  Check with the providers in your state.   AARPMedicareComplete is a Medicare part C plan.

Prescription Drug Plan Medicare Part D:  These plans can change every year. Enrollment is from November 15th - Dec 31. If your current plan (DPMP or DALRC) has a creditable prescription drug plan, you need not worry.  If you are in Medicare part C with a drug plan, you needn't worry.  However, if you are in a traditional Medicare Medigap plan, and that plan does not have a prescription drug plan, you should check the www.medicare.gov web site to determine the best plan for you. Your Part D prescription plan could be from a different insurer than your Medigap Plan.

Caveat:  The above info is from attending several seminars given by Volunteers.  The best bet is to check with Medicare and the Medigap insurance companies. Then check the costs of everything - premiums, co-pays and all of the deductibles.  

Medicare does not provide Dental Insurance, eyeglasses, or hearing aids.

Where to go for information:  The web, your local Senior Center with a Medicare office, Medigap Plan Sales representative.  Check Humana, Bankers Life, AARP United Health Care to name a few.  Get educated - then decide.
 

Dave Ewing
DFW/ATL retired 05/02 
 

Calendar:
2008 - Secondary and final distributions? (Now likely in 2009 -according to Kight) if there is one!
2008 - Effort for DAL pension help.
   Mar 10th letter for reinstatement -  never answered
    May 6th, 2008 - IRS final ruling on recovery of withheld FICA taxes.
    Jul 3rd, 2008 letter asking for voluntary PBGC contribution - response pending
 

2008 - DAL-NWA Merger Timeline announced April 14, 2008
   April '08 - filed Hart-Scott-Rodino with Dept of Justice - completed April 14th, 2008
    May '08 - Non Rev cross airline improvements - completed April 29th, 2008
    By Sept 25th, 2008- Merger Shareholder approved   NWA 98%, DAL 99%
    Combined PWA. - TA as of June, 24, 2008 (MEC approved 6-29-08) Pilot ratification vote closed Aug 11th, 2008 - NWA 86.76%, DAL 61.74%
   By Fall 2008 - complete regulatory process, close merger - Approval by DOJ on Oct 29, 2008      

    By Now Dec 20th '08 - complete integration (SLI)  (Will be effective as of contract effective date)
    ________________________________________________
 

DAL/NWA NEWS/RUMORS: (DAL AJC, DAL Yahoo,)
DAL Stk:   http://finance.yahoo.com/q?s=DAL
 

Thursday, October 30, 2008 - 8:56 AM EDT
Delta announces board for merged airline
Business Courier of Cincinnati
	


Delta Air Lines Inc. announced late Wednesday its new board of directors, now that the carrier has officially received clearance to merge with Northwest Airlines Corp.
The new board contains eight members from Atlanta-based Delta’s board, including CEO Richard Anderson, and four from Eagan, Minn.-based Northwest’s board.
In addition to Anderson, the Delta (NYSE: DAL) members are: Chairman of the Board Daniel Carp, John Brinzo, Eugene Davis, David Goode, Paula Rosput Reynolds, Kenneth Rogers and Kenneth Woodrow. Coming over from Northwest (NYSE: NWA) are: former Northwest CEO Doug Steenland, John Engler, Mickey Foret and Rodney Slater.
Northwest will temporarily become a subsidiary of Delta and will be known as NWA Inc. It will be listed under an additional Delta subsidiary, Nautilus Merger Corp., created specifically for the merger.
Ed Bastian, the president and chief financial officer at Delta, will transition into the role of Northwest president and CEO during the integration of the airlines.
Delta operates a hub at the Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International Airport.
+++++++++++++++++++++++
Monday, November 3, 2008 - 8:50 AM EST
Delta names CFO, new leadership team
Business Courier of Cincinnati - by J. Scott Trubey Courier Contributor
	


Delta Air Lines Inc. fleshed out its leadership team Friday and announced a new chief financial officer.
In a memorandum to its employees, Atlanta-based Delta announced its officer team, combining brass from the ranks of Delta and its new subsidiary, Northwest Airlines Corp.
The changes include the promotion of Hank Halter, a 10-year Delta veteran, to senior vice president and chief financial officer, replacing Ed Bastian. Bastian will retain his title of Delta president and adds the title of Northwest CEO.
On Wednesday, federal regulators cleared Delta and Eagan, Minn.-based Northwest (NYSE: NWA) to merge and become the world’s largest airline. The new carrier will be known as Delta (NYSE: DAL) and be based in Atlanta.
Read more: http://cincinnati.bizjournals.com/cincinnati/stories/2008/11/03/daily1.html?ana=yfcpc
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

AP
Delta awarding CEO $13.6M for closing NWA deal
Monday November 3, 2:59 pm ET 
By Joshua Freed, AP Airlines Writer 
	


Delta Air Lines CEO to get $13.6 million in stock awards; rank-and-file get shares, too 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) -- Delta Air Lines CEO Richard Anderson will get stock awards worth almost $13.6 million beginning next year for closing the carrier's buyout of Northwest Airlines, according to new filings. 
Employees of Delta Air Lines Inc., including their new coworkers from Northwest, are also getting stock.
Read More:  http://biz.yahoo.com/ap/081103/delta_northwest.html?.v=1
++++++++++++++++++++

[external] Delta plots more routes overseas
at bizjournals.com - Thu 11:05 am ET
++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Delta: Deal on old loan could save Minnesota jobs
at Atlanta Journal Constitution - Thu 12:57 pm ET
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Delta Bets Big on Global Growth
TheStreet.com - Wed 5:02 pm ET
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Crew Layover and Hotel Information Guide 

1.  Log into DeltaNet
2.  In the Search window type:  Crew Layover and Hotel Information Guide
3.  Click on DeltaNet - Inflight Service Operations Handbook 
4.  Scroll down and click on:  Crew Layover and Hotel Information Guide 
5.  It is a .pdf file which can be printed.  Suggest using color paper. 
6.  To translate the city codes, click on http://www.world-airport-codes.com/


7.  The Guide is updated frequently so save these instructions.
__ __________________________________________ 
 

 

FINANCE: CLAIMS/PBGC/HCTC/ INSURANCE/PLANNING/TAX/ESTATE
 

Remaining 6 Watch: 
After Aug 2007 there are 6 retirement items remaining with financial consequence.
 

1. PBGC 2nd look re-calc at qualified annuity benefits - completed 8/24/07
2. PBGC make up lump payment for underpayments since termination:  most reported received 1/31/08
3. 2nd (final) claim distribution by DAL through BSI - pending (now likely in '09 according to Kight)
4. Class Action suit against DAL concerning 5 yr lookback worth in excess of $100 million - withdrawn
5. Final PBGC re-calc "determination" of qualified annuity (likely after claim stock sale) - pending
6. Pension reinstatement/contibution request by DP3 representing the retired pilots. very long shot....pending
 

++++++++++++
 

A "tongue in cheek" reminder about your "pre" bankruptcy DAL stock option's expiration:
Oct 29, 2008 a set of old options we received from DAL, expired.  Well, they are worthless, but my calendar just reminded me about the date, so I thought you would be happy to know about another thing that "could have been." 
++++++++++++++++
Thoughts on DAL stk:
For those (including me) who held the DAL stock distribution in the hope of a spike, may be getting close to the stocks best chance.  Since the $19.50 price on distribution DAL has pummeled and stayed there. Now that oil has had a respit and the merge is complete, and profit prospects may be around the corner, there may be a "short" term opportunity for the DAL stk to rise above the issue price.  I say short term, because even with the merged strength, down the road there are troubling issues on the horizons for all airlines.  In any case, keep a close eye on DAL and when it reaches your target, it may be best to take your long term cap gains (if any) and move on.  I have already owned it longer than I orginally intended.  I will not miss this opportunity...... if it comes. 
______________________________________________________________________________
 

Human interest:
 

Greatest landing ever?
http://www.chilloutzone.de/files/08102703.html
Dont ask me how he landed this but...........................

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY U.S. MARINES, NOVEMBER 10, 1775
 

These boys DO do PR!!!


https://www.godaddy.com/gdshop/holiday/usmc2008/playmovie.asp


And afterward:   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8KGIf8a21bw&feature=related


 

 
_________________________________________________________
Commercial Section:  
Are your investments on an insane roller coaster?
Want to talk to someone sane about your portfolio? 
Dial up INTEGRITAS and we'll give you some straight talk.
Call Mark at (859) 916-0259 or email integritas@insightbb.com and I will direct you 
to the best team member that can talk to you about your investments and retirement plan. 
_____________________________________
How many people do you know use gas or electricity?
How many of them would like to pay less and earn travel rewards benefits too?
How would you like to collect monthly residual income on 
every customer's monthly bill?
De-regulation in energy service industry has produced a very unique opportunity!



Click here to listen to a brief message 

NY, TX, IL residents (OH in 2009)

(& soon many more states) can switch & save on utility bills. 

email: info@ambitnational.com 

 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++
 


 

 

 

******************************

Click for travel from cruises to 
resorts.  You'll find prices as low as anywhere on the net.
Re-Newed Web site- Faster and Better!
 




 

Flights | Cars | Hotels | Cruises | Shore excursions | Vacations | Golf | Flowers | Tickets | Concerts/Games
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
 




Do you need SEO?  What is it? Search Engine Optimization!  If you have any online web business, than you need SEO.  What does it do? It moves you up the rankings for a Google search.  Any online business that lands in the first 3 searches or even the first page, will have dramatic improvements on hits and business.  Contact my son Eric at Marketplace Earth, and he will hook you up.  

Eric Sztanyo, SEO Specialist, Marketplace Earth, www.marketplaceearth.com ,es@marketplaceearth.com  ,ofc://513-231-0637

 

 

_______________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

HUMOR/SOBERING/FUN Section: (Disclaimer: These are shared links.  I cannot pass along attachments or images but hot links work well.  All of the the links I pass along have been openned but none have been certified clean from problems.  With a good anti-virus program you should be safe on all). 
 

Thanks Dave:

A pregnant woman gets into a car accident and falls into a deep coma. 
Asleep for nearly six months, she wakes up and sees that she is no longer pregnant. Frantically, she asks the doctor about her baby. 


The doctor replies, "Ma'am, you had twins! A boy and a girl. The babies are fine. Your brother came in and named them." 
The woman thinks to herself, "Oh no, not my brother -- he's an idiot!" Expecting the worst, she asks the doctor, "Well, what's the girl's name?" 

"Denise," the doctor says. 
The new mother thinks, "Wow, that's not a bad name! Guess I was wrong about my brother. I like Denise!" Then she asks the doctor, "What's the boy's name?" 

The doctor replies, DeNephew. 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

 

Sobering poem:

 A drunk man in an Oldsmobile
 

 They said had run the light

 That caused the six-car pileup

 On 109 that night.

 When broken bodies lay about

 'And blood was  everywhere,'

 'The sirens screamed out eulogies,'

 For death was in the air.

 'A mother, trapped inside her car,'

 Was heard above the noise;

 Her plaintive plea near split the air:

 'Oh, God, please spare my boys!'

 She fought to loose her pinned hands;

 'She struggled to get free,'

 But mangled metal held her fast

 In grim captivity.

 Her frightened eyes then focused

 'On where the back seat once had been,'

 But all she saw was broken glass and

 Two children's seats crushed in.

 Her twins were nowhere to be seen;

 'She did not hear them cry, '

 

 'And then she prayed they'd been thrown free, '

 'Oh, God, don't let them die! '

  Then firemen came and cut her loose, '

 'But when they searched the back, '

 'They found therein no little boys, '

 But the seat belts were intact.

 They thought the woman had gone mad

 'And was traveling alone, '

 'But when they turned to question her, '

 They discovered she was gone.

 Policemen saw her running wild

 And screaming above the noise

 'In beseeching supplication, '

 Please help me find my boys!

 They're four years old and wear blue shirts;

 'Their jeans are blue to  match.''

 'One cop spoke up, ''They're in my car,

 '

 And they don't have a scratch.

 They said their daddy put them there

 'And gave them each a cone, '

 Then told them both to wait for Mom

 To come and take them home.

 'I've searched the area high and low, '

 But I can't find their dad.

 'He must have fled the scene, '

 'I guess, and that is very bad.'

 'The mother hugged the twins and said, '

 'While wiping at a tear, '

 'He could not flee the scene, you see, '

 'For he's been dead a year.'

 'The cop just looked confused and asked, '

 'Now, how  can that be true? '

 'The boys said, ''Mommy, Daddy came '

 'And left a kiss for you.'' '

 He told us not to worry

 'And that you would be all right, '

 And then he put us in this car with

 'The pretty, flashing light. '

 'We wanted him to stay with us, '

 'Because we miss him so, '

 'But Mommy, he just hugged us tight '

 And said he had to go.

 He said someday we'd understand

 'And told us not to fuss, '

 'And he said to tell you, Mommy, '

 'He's watching over us.'

 The mother knew without a doubt

 'That what they spoke was true, '

  'For she recalled their dad's last words, '

 ' I will watch over you.'

 The firemen's notes could not explain

 'The twisted, mangled car, '

 And how the three of them escaped

 Without a single scar.

 'But on the cop's report was scribed, '

 'In print so very fine, '

 An angel walked the beat tonight on Highway 109.

 ANGELS EXIST but some times, since they don't all have  wings, we call them

 FRIENDS.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
 

 

Happy Thanksgiving to one and all;  Here is a pie I made myself.
	 

 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING   !!!!!! 

Click here: Pumpkin Pie - animated Flash ecard by Jacquie Lawson



_________________________________________________

That all for this RSP issue!  Until next time. 
 

Tailwinds Always,
Mark Sztanyo
859-916-0259
marksztanyo@insightbb.com
"Airspeed, altitude, or brains; you always need at least two."
