RSP 141   Stockholder Approval   9/26/08
The RSP Periodic Email Archive:

With somethings old, somethings new, somethings borrowed and sometimes blue!

Please realize that the focus of RSP was never intended to be a pension mess. When this is over and done with, I will direct this email and website in a lighter direction.  I post almost every email that I receive, with last names removed unless granted permission.  The editor does not always agree with contributors, but protects their right to share opinion We will share info that we think our community will find pertinent and enjoyable. Thank you for staying in touch and happy retirement!

The following are the RSP email archives that I still have, complete with grammar and mis-spelled SNAFU's!  Caution, when reading archives keep in mind our world is a dynamic place and many bits of information become dated and are super-ceded by later updated info.
Dear Retired Delta Pilot,
Matson's Legacy
Everyone creates and has a legacy.  For some of us, our DAL legacy remains an enigma and has by and large... passed.  In fact many of us felt that most of it was long-gone as soon as we were greeted by a CP rep on our last flight demanding our ID.  We have often heard and sometimes said a good career was to stay off CNN and to be unknown by the CP.  Well, many of us succeeded.  So our legacy (in whatever condition ......lives on).  
Some of our management types have equally created a lasting legacy.  Pre-Ball,  Snake, Alger, Allen, Mullen etc.  Well one that lines up in the category of the undesirable is discussed in the following.  Maybe.... just maybe.... legacies like this one will not come again amytime soon. 
 

Dallas-Fort Worth DAL ops is just a small fraction of what it once was.  I know that most of you all know this all too well.  And none more than those based at this fantastic airport.  I just non-revved through DFW on a recent trip and was aghast.  What a tragedy!  I believed Paul Matson should have been hung by the thumbs then and I believe he should be tracked down and tomatoed today.  He single handedly sold DAL management and Board a totally erroneous idea.  Who would agree with him today that there isn’t some benefit of being significant yet number two at a major hub?  Simply because ATL has little real competition, doesn’t mean other hub airports aren’t as important because they compete with a healthy mix.  His philosophy was centered on the idea that you must always be on offense and it is never beneficial to be number two.  But many times a good defensive strategy is vital.  
No matter what your opinion of the Pan-Am buy, the big thing was if DAL didn’t do it then UAL or AA would get them, and DAL would be forever boxed from international expansion.  An airline simply cannot start a international operation the size of what PanAm had without a major drain, if at all.  The move was just as important defensively as it was an offensive move.  Today, DAL is the biggest across the Atlantic.  So in that respect, is has turned out to be a huge offensive reality.  And what really started as an important defensive move later became a huge offensive win.  Why do I say all this?  Because in Dallas, DAL never took any reasonable chance at a true offensive strategy to become kingpin.  That was what it was.  But did that mean that DAL did not have an important presence there?  Absolutely not!   When DAL pulled out, they handed AA a $1Billion gift.  What a colossal mistake, and it happened all because of Matson.  
Years ago when Braniff went down, their 42% of DFW market share was instantly up for grabs by the 18% holding DAL and the 21% holding AA.  Six mos. later DAL moved a whopping 2% to 20% of DFW share.  AA moved assets from the east coast and Midwest to immediately capture an incredible 40% of Braniff’s old share for a total of 61%, and never looked back.   Well, with those numbers working against DAL (because of slow and lethargic decisiveness) one may think that the DFW ops was not all that important in the overall DAL picture.  WRONG!  Matson was wrong!  All of senior management was wrong to go along with him.  The Board was wrong to sign off on it.  And now, as DAL stands to gain assets from a merger with a weak NWA, the DFW move remains as one of the biggest corporate goof ups of DAL’s entire history.  
When you pass through DFW and see empty gates, and an occasional RJ, pause just to think about it.  It wasn’t business.  It wasn’t strategic.  It wasn’t edgy.  The move to de-hub DFW was lunacy and the architect was Matson.  Where do we find these guys?  Now DAL has Bastian.  Left to his own loose lipped and immature managing skills, without the temperance of Anderson, he would be worse.  Everyday you wake up be thankful for another day.  Kiss the wife and hug the grandkids.  And then thank God that you aren’t still working for the company that pulls these bonehead moves.  
 

Mark
________________________________ 
Calendar:
2008 - Secondary and final distributions? (Now likely in 2009 -according to Kight) if there is one!
2008 - Effort for DAL pension help.
   Mar 10th letter for reinstatement -  never answered
    May 6th, 2008 - IRS final ruling on recovery of withheld FICA taxes.
    Jul 3rd, 2008 letter asking for voluntary PBGC contribution - response pending
 

2008 - DAL-NWA Merger Timeline announced April 14, 2008
   April '08 - filed Hart-Scott-Rodino with Dept of Justice - completed April 14th, 2008
    May '08 - Non Rev cross airline improvements - completed April 29th, 2008
    By Sept 25th, 2008- Merger Shareholder approved   NWA 98%, DAL 99%
    Combined PWA. - TA as of June, 24, 2008 (MEC approved 6-29-08) Pilot ratification vote closed Aug 11th, 2008 - NWA 86.76%, DAL 61.74%
   By Fall 2008 - complete regulatory process, close merger        

    By Nov 20th '08 - complete integration (SLI)  
    ________________________________________________
 

DAL/NWA NEWS/RUMORS: (DAL AJC, DAL Yahoo,)
Did all of you cast your vote?
 

AP
Delta, NWA shareholders approve combination
Thursday September 25, 4:00 pm ET 
By Joshua Freed and Harry R. Weber, AP Business Writers 
	


Delta and Northwest shareholders approve combination to create world's biggest carrier 
Delta Air Lines Inc. and Northwest Airlines Corp. shareholders gave the go-ahead Thursday to a combination that would create the world's biggest carrier, deciding that in their volatile industry they like their chances better together than on their own. 
The stock-swap deal announced April 14 still requires Justice Department approval. One other potential hurdle is a federal lawsuit seeking to block the deal that is set for trial Nov. 5 in San Francisco. 
Delta Chief Executive Richard Anderson, who will keep his position after the combination, would not discuss the lawsuit, but he indicated the carrier maintains its goal of completing the deal by the end of the year. 
"We are still focused on that timeline and believe we can accomplish the timeline as stated," Anderson told reporters after the Delta shareholder vote.
Read more: http://biz.yahoo.com/ap/080925/delta_northwest_shareholders.html?.v=23&printer=1
__ __________________________________________ 
 

 

Other Airline News:
September 22, 2008, 4:03 pm

U.S. Airlines Grounding 500+ Planes This Fall
Posted by Scott McCartney 
JP Morgan tallied up all the U.S. aircraft on their way to the desert, to Russia or the Third World this fall, and it’s a rather staggering number. All told, U.S. airlines are grounding 512 airplanes. That happens to be the same number of passenger jets in Northwest Airlines Corp.’s entire fleet.
In essence, airlines are taking a carrier the size of Northwest out of the skies. They are grounding about 10%-12% of U.S. capacity, which means fewer flight choices and higher fares for travelers. With the slow economy, there’s less demand for air travel. And continued high fuel prices mean carriers have to raise ticket prices to earn profits. But higher prices mean even less demand for tickets, so the only way for airlines to sustain those prices is to take seats off the market and ground planes.
At the end of 2007, U.S. airlines had 3,972 mainline jets in their fleets and 2,836 regional jets and turboprops, according to the Air Transport Association. The grounding of 281 mainline jets takes 7% of the total out of the skies. Regional jets suffer a bigger loss, with 11.4% of those small jets being grounded; so far, only 2.5% of turboprops will be retired, at least among the airlines who have reported fleet plans.
The loss of regional jets may be something to celebrate if you’re among those travelers who dislike the cramped quarters of 50-seat jets. But the disappearance of those jets is concerning for small communities that rely on those planes for air service.
Here’s a breakdown of reductions by carrier, courtesy of JP Morgan:
Continental: 67 mainline jets (737-300s and 737-500s); 64 regional jets
Delta: 15-20 mainline jets; 100 regional jets
United: 100 mainline jets (94 737s and six 747s)
American: 40 mainline jets (30 MD80s, 10 A300s);37 regional jets and 26 turboprops
Northwest: 47 mainline jets (14 757s/A320s and 33 DC-9s)
US Airways: 12 mainline jets

JetBlue: four regional jets
 

______________________________________________________________________________
 
FINANCE: CLAIMS/PBGC/HCTC/ INSURANCE/PLANNING/TAX/ESTATE
 

Remaining 6 Watch: 
After Aug 2007 there are 6 retirement items remaining with financial consequence.
 

1. PBGC 2nd look re-calc at qualified annuity benefits - completed 8/24/07
2. PBGC make up lump payment for underpayments since termination:  most reported received 1/31/08
3. 2nd (final) claim distribution by DAL through BSI - pending (now likely in '09 according to Kight)
4. Class Action suit against DAL concerning 5 yr lookback worth in excess of $100 million - withdrawn
5. Final PBGC re-calc "determination" of qualified annuity (likely after claim stock sale) - pending
6. Pension reinstatement/contibution request by DP3 representing the retired pilots. very long shot....pending
 

RETIRED EMPLOYEE PARKING PRIVILEGES

Hello all,

This pertains primarily to retirees in the ATL area.  There have been questions about where we, retirees, could park, specifically when nor-revving away from ATL.  For many years retirees could not obtain the Delta Windshield Parking Sticker, but that changed several months ago.  Now retirees can obtain a company parking sticker at the Corporate Security Office in the basement of the first building on the left as one enters the main gate to the Delta General Office Campus.  With that sticker one only needs to show your retiree ID badge and you can enter the Delta Campus without signing in if you're alone.  If your spouse is with you and is not a Delta retiree he or she must be signed in.  To clarify questions about parking I sent the bottom email below to Captain Stephen Dickson, Sr. Vice President of Flight Operations and he tasked Ms. Laura Parnell to send me the answer and the rules, which are attached below.

Let me know if you have further questions.

Dave
 

RE: Retired Employee Parking privileges in employee lots

In answer to your questions:
1.  Camp Creek Landside is NOT an option for retirees.
2.  Other company parking lots are NOT an option for off duty parking.

Sorry
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Thanks to Captain Roger White for this clarification.  He also told me today he is no longer the current ALPA R&I Committee Chairman.  His term ended August 1 and I don't know who the new guy is yet.  Dave


Subject: RE: Medicare Part B Reimbursement

Dave,
 
My response to you based on the 1114 term sheet has generated a lot of e-mails.  The term sheet contains information on two different components for pilots 65+, the Medicare part B reimbursement and the medical premium subsidy.  Many are trying to mix the rules for the two different pieces.  I'll try to break it down in simpler terms:
 
Medicare Part B reimbursement:  THIS IS ONLY APPLICABLE TO PRE-1997 RETIRED PILOTS, SURVIVORS AND SPOUSES who are over the age of 65 and paying Medicare Part B premiums.  There was no change in this benefit while in bankruptcy.  See item number two below as described from the term sheet.
 
Medical Premium Subsidy:  For purposes of this premium subsidy, the only qualifying medical plans are the DPMP and the Alternative Plan (DALRC Plan).  The subsidy is for age 65+, and the amount depends on when you retired and whether or not you are enrolled in one of the two plans mentioned above:
 
1.  Pre-1997 Retired pilots, spouses and survivors age 65+:  See item 1 below.  In general, the subsidy is $80 per month.
2.  Post-1997 Retired pilots, spouses and survivors, or retired pilots who were age 60 as of January 1, 2007 upon reaching age 65+:  See items 3 and 6 below.  In general, the subsidy is $65 per month applied against the medical premium. 
 
Thanks,
Roger
________________________________________________________________________________
Human interest:
 

Check out this amazing kid:
	http://www.heraldleaderphoto.com/2008/05/31/Adam-bender/


_________________________________________
Misc. Emails Contributors: 
Mark,
 

Delta came through. I have been helped by the Travel Office and they have agreed to refund the difference between the two tickets. As a matter of fact, the refund just showed up on my credit card. They told me the agent would be receiving some additional training. It would still be prudent to double check the eligibility of any family fare ticket you purchase. 
 

Thanks
 

Marcy
 

+++++++++++++
 

From: Glaser Richard 
To: Roberts David 
Subject: QDRO question
Date: Thu, 18 Sep 2008 11:04:51 -0400


Dave -
Next time you send out your "misc. emails": I am wondering if anyone  
who had a QDRO has heard from the PBGC.  Those of us who have one were  
told that they had three years to compute our retirement payments and  
issue an accounting.  It has been just over three years now for me,  
and I haven't (surprise!) heard from them.  Before I talk to them it  
would help me to know what others have experienced. As always, thanks  
very much for the work you do.  I don't think we could do without you!

Richard Glaser
glaser76@mac.com
_________________________________________________________
Commercial Section:  
How many people do you know use gas or electricity?
How many of them would like to pay less and earn travel rewards benefits too?
How would you like to collect monthly residual income on 
every customer's monthly bill?
De-regulation in energy service industry has produced a very unique opportunity!



Click here to listen to a brief message 

NY, TX, IL residents (OH in 2009)

(& soon many more states) can switch & save on utility bills. 

email: info@ambitnational.com 

 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++
 

Support the RSP network and become a "Ready...Set...Pack" traveler.  
 

You simply gotta check these insane prices on China tours.  When I first saw them I thought they were travel agents FAM fares.  You got to be kidding.... 9 days *****hotels, meals, tours and AIRFARE from LAX.  WOW! Unheard of rates.  
If you have always thought about a trip to China, I don't you can find a better deal than this.  
        Nov. travel eg.- = 679 (Tickets((tour+air+hotel+meals))) + 220 (single room) + 430 (tax) = $1329 total



If you do not book online but call or email, be sure to credit RSP Traveler for you booking. 

******************************

Click for travel from cruises to 
resorts.  You'll find prices as low as anywhere on the net.
Re-Newed Web site- Faster and Better!
 




 

Flights | Cars | Hotels | Cruises | Shore excursions | Vacations | Golf | Flowers | Tickets | Concerts/Games
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
 




Do you need SEO?  What is it? Search Engine Optimization!  If you have any online web business, than you need SEO.  What does it do? It moves you up the rankings for a Google search.  Any online business that lands in the first 3 searches or even the first page, will have dramatic improvements on hits and business.  Contact my son Eric at Marketplace Earth, and he will hook you up.  

Eric Sztanyo, SEO Specialist, Marketplace Earth, www.marketplaceearth.com ,es@marketplaceearth.com  ,ofc://513-231-0637

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

 

INTEGRITAS Fall Economic Briefings - Oct 14th PM, and 15th AM.  Ft Mitchell, KY.  
Email: integritas@insightbb.com 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________

POLITICAL ACTION AREA: (No entry here necessarily reflects the views of the editor.  You be the judge whether or not any action has merit.  This section is not meant for the easily peed off. As long as it isn't vile or contain offensive language, I will occasionally pass along a request for political action):
 

This is a good way to tell which candidate you REALLY support. Fun! It doesn't take long & is not tipped in any direction....you will make the choices. I was happy to see that I chose my own candidate : ) m
	 http://abcnews.go.com/politics/MatchoMatic/fullpage?id=5542139


	+++++++++++++++++++

Political Humor:

I was talking to a friend of mine's little girl, and she said she wanted
to be President some day. Both of her parents, liberal Democrats, were
standing there, so I asked her, 'If you were President what would be the
first thing you would do?'

She replied, 'I'd give houses to all the homeless people.'

'Wow...what a worthy goal.' I told her, 'You don't have to wait until
you're President to do that. You can come over to my house and mow, pull
weeds, and sweep my yard, and I'll pay you $50. Then I'll take you over
to the grocery store where the homeless guy's hang out, and you can give
him the $50 to use toward a new house.'

She thought that over for a few seconds

while her Mom glared at me, then
she looked me straight in the eye and asked, 'Why doesn't the homeless
guy come over and do the work, and you can just pay him the $50?'

And I said, "Great Idea and Welcome to the Republican Party !!!

Her folks still aren't talking to me.."
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Subject: FW: Fishing Contest

The  Presidential election was too close to call.  Neither the
Republican candidate nor the Democratic candidate had enough votes
to win.  There was much talk about ballot recounting, court
challenges, etc., but a week-long ice fishing competition seemed the
sportsmanlike way to settle things.  The candidate that caught the most
fish at the end of the week would win the election.  Therefore, it was
decided that there should be an ice fishing contest between the two
candidates to determine the winner.

After much back and forth discussion, it was decided that the contest
take place on a remote frozen lake in northern Minnesota.  There were
to be no observers present and both men were to be sent out separately
on this isolated lake and return at 5 p.m. with their catch for counting
and verification by a team of neutral partie s.  At the end of the first
day, John McCain returned to the starting line and he had ten fish.

Soon, Obama returned and had no fish.  Well, everyone assumed he was
just having another 'bad hair' day or something and hopefully, he would
catch up the next day.  At the end of the 2nd day John McCain came in with
20 fish and Obama came in again with none.  That evening, Harry Reid got
together secretly with Obama and said, "Obama, I think John McCain is a
low-life, cheatin' son-of-a-gun.  I want you to go out tomorrow and don't
even bother with fishing.  Just spy on him and see just how he is cheating."

The next night (after John McCain returns with 50 fish), Reid said to Obama,
"Well, tell me, how is John McCain cheating?"

Obama replied, "Harry, you're not going to believe this, but he's cutting
holes in the ice.




_________________________________________________ 

HUMOR/SOBERING/FUN Section: (Disclaimer: These are shared links.  I cannot pass along attachments or images but hot links work well.  All of the the links I pass along have been openned but none have been certified clean from problems.  With a good anti-virus program you should be safe on all). 
 

Hard to believe it has been 7 years!  Here is a poignant article:
 

Sept. 11 is so far and yet so close
By ERIN McCLAM
AP National Writer
Friday, September 05, 2008
 

It is not a tidy anniversary this year. Seven years between that awful day and this Sept. 11, the terrorist attacks linger somewhere between the immediate, a conscious part of our days, and the comfortable remove of the distant past. No longer yesterday and not yet history.
 

What happened seven years ago colors American life today. There are the two wars, of course. But in smaller ways, too: We sing “God Bless America” at the ballpark. We weigh “evil” as a campaign issue. We slip off our shoes at airport security, buy the zip-top bag for liquids and gels.
 

And yet there is an unmistakable distance now. No one speaks of the “new normal” anymore. All of those things are just normal.
 

This Thursday — Sept. 11, 2008 — will be nothing like the first anniversary, when people were allowed, even encouraged, to take the day off work to reflect, when airports were eerily empty, when silence settled over cities.
 

But it will also be nothing like what life in America was on Sept. 10, 2001, the day before.
 

What does 9/11 mean, seven years on? What do we make of it now?
 

Seven years means we are far enough away that Sen. Joe Biden can joke in a Democratic debate that former New York Mayor Rudy Giuliani only mentions three things in a sentence, “a noun and a verb and 9/11,” and bring down the house.
 

Yet we are close enough that video of the collapse of the towers — the actual smoke, the crumbling — is so painful it is almost never aired, and when it is, as it was in a montage at the Republican National Convention, it is utterly halting.
 

No one will forget. But when is it OK to move on?
 

For the people who were left behind, left without a spouse or a child or a parent or a friend on that day, it is a very real question, something to turn over in their minds every day.
 

For some, seven years means enough time to pick up, sometimes to pack up, to start anew.
 

Cathy Faughnan’s husband, Christopher, a 37-year-old bond trader, was killed in the trade center. She was 37 then, too, and remembers thinking she was too young to be a widow for the rest of her life.
 

Now she is 44. Within two years after the attacks she moved back to her home state of Colorado, and has since been remarried, to a widower she met in New York shortly after Sept. 11.
 

She does not like to watch TV coverage of these anniversaries. Her family remembers Christopher in other ways. September also means the start of college football, and they go to cheer his beloved Colorado Buffaloes once a year.
 

This year, for the first time, she took the three children she had with Christopher — Siena, Juliet and Liam, who are now 14 and 11 and 9 — to ground zero, where steel from the rebuilding now pokes above street level.
 

At the visitors center across from the pit, they saw the pictures of thousands of people who died when the youngest of them was just 2 years old.
 

“I think that was the first time it really maybe hit them how many people died,” their mother says. “I saw them with their mouths open.”
 

For others, seven years is an instant.
 

One morning last month, Diane Horning was watching a webcast of the federal government’s briefing on the mechanics of the collapse of Building 7 at the trade center complex.
 

A half-hour later, she saw a television report speculating on the vice presidential prospects for Giuliani and was outraged: “He can’t put two words together without talking about my son’s death.”
 

Her son was Matthew Horning, 26 years old, killed in the north tower. Tiny bits of his remains were recovered from the site and from the Staten Island landfill where a million tons of debris and human remains were taken.
 

The years have not lessened her anger. She is appealing the dismissal this summer of a lawsuit that would require the city to move the material at the landfill to a separate burial plot.
 

“I just can’t stop,” Diane Horning says. “I need my son to be treated with dignity. He has been treated like garbage, and I can’t imagine a mother sitting back and saying, ‘You know, it’s OK.’”
 

Seven years also means some people say to her that she is “obsessed.”
 

Exactly how much the nation has changed since Sept. 11, 2001, is a matter of perspective.
 

“There were economic changes, psychological effects,” says Alfred Goldberg, who retired last year as the Pentagon’s chief historian, and who points to the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq.
 

He says he believes the tragedy of Sept. 11 was compounded by the national response, and perhaps by an exaggeration of the threat posed by al-Qaida. “We are in many ways a very changed nation because of those attacks,” he says.
 

And while that is indisputable in a broad sense, it is a point bitterly contested by some of the people most directly affected.
 

For Sarah Arnold of Orlando, Fla., this Sept. 11 will not be an anniversary she cares much about. It will be one year and 21 days since her only child, a son named Britt, was killed by an improvised explosive device in Iraq.
 

She says she feels a kinship with the Sept. 11 lost because Britt was sent to New York with the Navy to help uncover remains. And when she thinks about how the country has changed, she answers: Not much at all.
 

“They don’t give a damn about the war,” she says. “Unless you have someone that is actually defending you, you don’t give a damn. You’re secure. You’re doing your daily thing.”
 

Seven years means Kathy Agarth, who in 2001 lived in a Washington suburb and today teaches second grade at a private school in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., must find a way to explain the attacks to children with no memory of it and little understanding.
 

To these children, Sept. 11 is no different from Memorial Day.
 

She says her students know the term “9/11” and they pray for the soldiers and may write letters to them this year. She does not teach it as a separate lesson. But they do ask her about it from time to time, and she chooses her words carefully:
 

“Some men were angry at the United States. They crashed their planes into some buildings. Their actions were evil.”
 

Evil. That the word resonates in American life, and particularly in American politics, is a sign we are not too far removed from that day. It came up as a specific campaign issue just last month.
 

Rick Warren, pastor of Saddleback Church in California, asked: “Does evil exist? And if it does, do we ignore it? Do we negotiate with it? Do we contain it? Do we defeat it?”
 

Sen. John McCain answered simply, “Defeat it.” Sen. Barack Obama said it exists in many places, citing Darfur and child abuse, and that it is “God’s task” to erase it from the world.
 

Seven years means Somerset County, Pa., where United Flight 93 went down and where, in a way, the legend of “Let’s roll!” was born, is trying to figure out how to get the curious visitors who stream in from all over the country to stay awhile.
 

County commissioners are busy with feasibility studies, zoning papers, planning committees. A national park is coming. Hundreds of thousands of people will visit. They will need restaurants, hotels, gas stations, shops.
 

“You’re here looking at the memorial. There are other opportunities,” says Brian Whipkey, editor of the Somerset Daily American. “You can do whitewater rafting, you can do skiing, biking, hiking.”
 

Sept. 11 as a segue to recreation: How far we have come.
 

Think back to flying after Sept. 11. Right after. Think about the sheer will it took to board an airplane, what felt like to eye the other passengers, to startle at the slightest turbulence.
 

“People were mortified,” recalls Jewel Van Valin, a flight attendant for Delta Air Lines who is based in Los Angeles. “They were all hoping, ‘We’re not going down, are we?’”
 

The months after the attacks were not kind to the airline industry, and about a year later, Delta opted to save a little money by replacing its linens in first class with paper trays. Van Valin decided to pass out crayons.
 

She did this because she thought the paper trays were tacky. But after 9/11, flight attendants were also there for emotional comfort — Van Valin actually held sobbing fliers in her arms — and the crayons provided a means of release.
 

Back then they drew firefighters and flags, police officers with tears in their eyes, the skyline of New York. They drew airplanes and they wrote, “In God We Trust.”
 

Now they draw palm trees and hammocks, tropical drinks, Disney characters. They draw destinations. They draw moving on.
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
 

Thanks Marlene, 
THE JOB - URINE TEST


 Like a lot of folks in this state, I have a job. I work, they pay me. I 
 pay  my taxes and the government distributes my taxes as it sees fit. In order 
 to  get that paycheck, I am required to pass a random urine test with which I
 have no problem. What I do have a problem with is the distribution of my
 taxes to people who don't have to pass a urine test.

 Shouldn't one have to pass a urine test to get a welfare check because I
 have to pass one to earn it for them? Please understand, I have no problem
 with helping people get back on their feet. I do, on the other hand, have a
 problem with helping someone sitting on their A--, doing drugs, while I 
 work.
 . . . Can you imagine how much money the state would save if people had to
 pass a urine test to get a public assistance check?

 I guess we could title that program, 'Urine or You're Out'.

 Just a thought

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++

 

Subject: Kevin G solved the airline fuel cost problem -- two years ago

http://kevincreates.com/blog.html
 

+++++++++++++++++

 

Hello Mr. O'Reilly, 
 
I am a nurse who has just completed working approximately 120 hours as 
the clinic director in a Hurricane Gustav evacuation shelter in Shreveport, 
Louisiana over the last 7 days. I would love to see someone look at the evacuee 
situation from a new perspective. Local and national news channels have covered the evacuation and "horrible" conditions the evacuees had to endure during Hurricane Gustav. 

True - some things were not optimal for the evacuation and the shelters need 
some modification. At any point, does anyone address the responsibility (or irresponsibility) of the evacuees? 
 
Does it seem wrong that one would remember their cell phone, charger, cigarettes 
and lighter but forget their child's insulin? 
 
Is something amiss when an evacuee gets off the bus, walks immediately to the 
medical area, and requests immediate free refills on all medicines for which 

they cannot provide a prescription or current bottle (most of which are narcotics)? 

Isn't the system flawed when an evacuee says they cannot afford a $3 
copay for a refill that will be delivered to them in the shelter yet they can take a 
city-provided bus to Wal-mart, buy 5 bottles of Vodka, and return to consume 
them secretly in the shelter?* 
 
Is it fair to stop performing luggage checks on incoming evacuees so 
as not to delay the registration process but endanger the volunteer staff and 
other persons with the very realistic truth of drugs, alcohol and weapons being 
brought into the shelter?

Am I less than compassionate when it frustrates me to scrub emesis 
from the floor near a nauseated child while his mother lies nearby, watching me 
work 26 hours straight, not even raising her head from the pillow to comfort 
her own son? 

Why does it insense me to hear a man say "I ain't goin' home 'til I 
get my FEMA check", when I would love to just go home and see my daughters 
who I have only seen 3 times this week?* 
 
Is the system flawed when the privately insured patient must find a 
way to get to the pharmacy, fill his prescription and pay his copay while the 
FEMA declaration allows the uninsured person to acquire free medications 
under the disaster rules?
 
Does it seem odd that the nurse volunteering at the shelter is paying for 
childcare while the evacuee sits on a cot during the day as the shelter provides 
a "day care"?* 

Have government entitlements created this mentality and am I 
facilitating it with my work? 
Will I be a bad person, merciless nurse or poor Christian if I 
hesitate to work at the next shelter because I have worked for 7 days 
being called every curse word imaginable, felt threatened and feared 
for my personal safety in the shelter? 

Exhausted and battered but hopefully pithy, 
Sherri Hagerhjelm, RN* 
_________________________________________________

That all for this RSP issue!  Until next time. 
 

Tailwinds Always,
Mark Sztanyo
859-916-0259
marksztanyo@insightbb.com
"Airspeed, altitude, or brains; you always need at least two."
