RSP 062       2/25/07

The RSP Periodic Email Archive:

With somethings old, somethings new, somethings borrowed and sometimes blue!

Please realize that the focus of RSP was never intended to be a pension mess. When this is over and done with, I will direct this email and website in a lighter direction.  I post almost every email that I receive, with last names removed unless granted permission.  The editor does not always agree with contributors, but protects their right to share opinion.  It is my policy to not allow in the main body of this newsletter any direct solicitation from my business or any other pilot's 2nd career business.  We will only share info that we think our community will find pertinent and enjoyable. Thank you for staying in touch and happy retirement!

The following are the RSP email archives that I still have, complete with grammar and mis-spelled SNAFU's!
Dear Retired Delta Pilot,
Mark the calendar: 3 very important dates
March 12, 2007.  Final Medical Claim objection deadline if calculated wrong.  

"the Court need not review each of the claims today. There is a separate deadline of March 12, 2007 by which any claimant that contends that their claim is incorrectly calculated based on their individual data may file a proof of claim and ask Delta to recalculate the claim if there is an error in a retiree’s individual data. Objections on this basis should be deferred and treated as claim issues to be resolved or litigated individually."
March 30, 2007 . Final date for enrollment into COBRA which qualifies for HCTC. (While DP3 BLOG suggest something else, the Kight letter below lays down the law on this final date for enrollment. 
April 9th, 2007:  date "blue claimant ballots" are due (including choice to pre-sell claim or receive stock)  I highly recommend that you do not send this ballot in until near the last minute. In this very fluid and changing environment we all need to know more about claim sale expextations and claim to stock ratios before we make this crucial decision.  A quick reminder for those who are interested in receiving stock.  The amout of stock given to each claimant is based on a last minute valuation of the equity in the emerging DAL.  If you thought that you could simply divide your claim amount by the newly issued stock price to find the number of shares due you, you are mistaken.  It is not that easy.  ALPA produces a very good discussion about this on their site that you should still have access to.  
_____________________________
Delta Cass 4 General unsecured claims ballot:  HOLD TIGHT!  
Even though I have not received this ballot yet, I think there needs to be a word sent out about course of action.   You don't have to do anything for a while.  In fact I think it would be best if you didn't.  See the blurb above on the April 9th deadline.  I would urge you to hold tight.  The reason?  Not because of your vote.  Heck, that doesn't amount to a hill of beans.  When GE, AMEX and Boeing vote all the pilot votes in the world won't matter.  So your vote, in my humble opinion, will not affect DAL's emergence plan one bit.  The sell or not to sell box needs more time.  Yeah, I know you are inclined, just like me, to pre-sell.  But the time between today and April 9th is long and a lot of things could happen.  Please hold the ballot......set your calendar reminder for April, and let's all wait for some more information flow from DAL, 1114, the Court, or somebody who put a little more meat on the claim expectations.  DAL's current %.62-.78 could very well end up being very optomistic.  I will stay on top of this and give a strong recommendation when more facts are known.  
__________________________________
 

Comair pilots in the spotlight: 
After a long and arduous process, Comair's MEC final accepted a tenative agreement that they felt they had to.  With the proverbial gun to their head they capitilated.  Now, the membership has to ratify and has until March 2nd to do it.  Will the rank and file vote it up? That is a real good question.  The company has been heavy on the public press releases promising Comair about no more shrinking of the fleet.  While Comair pilots stepped on it in their last strike in terms of amicable company relations, what goes on noticed is the pain that has been going on in the regional ranks during this bankruptcy.  Personally, I have not enjoyed the attitude of the pilot group at Comair.  That aside, these are pilots that represent families.  The fact of the matter is that the regional jobs really are marginal.  Not one DAL pilot would enjoy life on any one of our regional properties.  They are overflown, underpaid, and constantly in retreat.  Sound familiar?  Comair's current contract is superior to others in the industry, but not by much.  And to qualify that a little, not one of us would like working under their current contract let alone take big concessions.  So the question remains what will happen on March 2nd? Stay tuned!
________________________
 

 

Russian SU-30MK (for those who may have missed this amazing video)
Subject: SU-30MK 
 

 On Fri, 05 Jan 2007 14:34:09 -0800, MGEN Hank Stelling USAF Ret wrote:  "This is for those of you who will understand how remarkable this really is.  Any way you slice it, pretty impressive.  Great camera work.  This remarkable aircraft and its pilot demonstrate what I thought impossible for a high speed jet fighter.  In the SU-30MK, Russian aviation has surpassed that of the US and its NATO allies.   This truly impressive fighter can stall from high speed flight to stop in less than a second.  It can fall back on its tail, without compressor stall, and go into a flat spin and recover in less than a minute.  There is no aircraft in any country's inventory that could stand up to it in a dog fight."

http://www.crazyaviation.com/movies/CA_SU-30.wmv 
__________________________
Humor Section: 
(Thanks Keith) this is so funny!
An old southern country preacher form Georgia had a teenage son named
David (AKA Rosebud) and it was getting time the boy should give some thought
to choosing a profession. Like many young men, the boy didn't really
know what he wanted to do, and he didn't seem too concerned about it.

One day, while the boy was away at school, his father decided to try an
experiment. He went into the boy's room and placed on his study table
four objects:

-   a Bible, -   a silver dollar, -   a bottle of whisky and -   a
Playboy magazine

I'll just hide behind the door," the old preacher said to himself, "and
when

he comes home from school this afternoon, I'll see which object he picks
up.

If it's the Bible, he's going to be a preacher like me, and what a
blessing that would be! If he picks up the dollar, he's going to be a
businessman, and that would be OK, But if picks up the bottle, he's
going to be a no-good drunkard, and, Lord, what a shame that would be.
And worst of all, if he picks up that magazine he's gonna be a
skirt-chasin' bum."

The old man waited anxiously, and soon heard his son's footsteps as he
entered the house whistling and headed for his room. The boy tossed his
books on the bed, and as he turned to leave the room he spotted the
objects on the table. With curiosity in his eye, he walked over to
inspect them.

Finally, he picked up the Bible and placed it under his arm. He picked
up the silver dollar and dropped it into his pocket. He uncorked the
bottle and

took a big drink while he admired this month's Centerfold.

"Lord have mercy," the old preacher disgustedly whispered, "he's gonna
be a Pilot!
 

Letterman's Top Ten
Top Ten JetBlue Excuses 
 

10. 10-hour delay? Hey, that's actually pretty good for us 
9. It could have been worse . . . No, wait, it couldn't 
8. We don't have an excuse right now, but sit here for ten hours while we come up with one 
7. Hey, it takes that long to open a bag of airline peanuts, am I right, ladies and gentleman? 
6. You gotta admit, after 6 hours, it became a little funny 
5. It's still better than flying Delta 
4. There was a monster on the wing!!! 
3. (No number 3 — writer still stuck on the plane) 
2. Who could leave New York in the middle of Ventriloquist Week? 
1. Pilots too drunk to fly  
_________________________________________________

That all for this RSP issue!  Until next time. 
 

Tailwinds Always,
Mark Sztanyo
859-916-0259
marksztanyo@insightbb.com
"Airspeed, altitude, or brains; you always need at least two."
